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LETTERS, 


WRITTEN FROM EDINBURGH, BY 


WHILE UNDER SENTENCE OF DEATH, . 
Addreſſed to his Wife and Father-in-lay, 


S$S$S$$S_ 
1 * PT ECO Yay 
T HAVE. tò write to you now in a way that I never 
I once expected; but I hope you will be as cons 
tent as you poſſibly can, as I am ſure you know my 
innocence of the crime George Atchiſon has laid 
his plan ſo well that he has taken away my life, 
and {ſworn againſt me falſely I need not declare to 
you that I was not at John Barr's that night, for yoy 
know well that I was not, which 1 hope will make 
you the more content But I know your contents 
' ment will be but little, as well. as mine. Pray tg 
God to comfort you, who is the only comforter of 
all thoſe that mourn ; and I hope that he will 
comfort both you and me, and fit and prepare me 
for that great and. awful change. | truſt in him that 
he will pardon all my tranſgreſſions and ſins that 
I have committed; but as for this crime, it is ſame 
comfort that I die innocent of it. I can blame 
none for it but Atchiſon, for the others might be 
miſtaken; but he knew well that I was not there, 
I would be very happy to ſee you, but I cannot bid 
ou come, it is ſo far, and muſt be ſo unpleaſant 3 
journey But be ſure to write ns often, and let 
me know how yau keep your health. No more at 
preſent, but remains, 5 CES 
Tour uofortupate huſband, _ 
Tronas PorTs. 


. 
004044400 
Edinburgh, 15th Fuly, 1797. 
Dean FarhRR AND MoTHER, | 
I Bac of you, as my laſt requeſt, not to frown 
upon my. Mary, on account of what has happened ; 
nor do not add to her miſery, for God's ſake, but 


comfort her under her diſtreſs, for I know her trouble 
is inexpreſſible, and ſhe is guilty of nothing that is 


bad, to my knowledge. And I declare to God, as | 
a dying; man, that I loſe my life by down right 


perjury. George Atchiſon had a very well made 
up ſtory to take away my life, although he ſent me 
a line, about an hour before my trial, ſaying, that 
de could do me no harm, but a great deal of good; 


which, indeed, I hope he has done, by ſending me - 


out of this wicked world, as I truſt in God to 
have my peace made up with him before that my 
| foul be ſeparated from my body. And I beg of you 
to join with me in prayer to God Almighty, as my 
time here is but ſhort ; but his power is all-ſufficient 
to pardon all my ſins in a moment, as well as in a 
thouſand years; and the longer we live on earth, 
we are the more guilty of fins and tranſgreſſions, 
90 I truſt in Jeſus Chriſt, that he will receive my 
Youl in mercy. My greateſt concern on this cart 
is for poor Mary and the child: If I knew they 
were to. be well I could die, I declare, with pleaſure, 
But, alas! their ſorrow only-beginz when mine ends, 
as it will always be a caſt up to them, which is 
perfectly breaking my heart, to think of their 
trouble and of your's likewiſe. But I hope that 
God Almighty will be all your comforters, and re- 


ward you all with his blefling; for you have all 


done your duty to me; and poor Mary has done 
more than ſhe was able to do. I once thought to 
| have rewarded Jane for her trouble of coming, but 

it is now out of my power; but I hope will 
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8 
give het a blefling, which is better than any reward 
that I could ever have given her. I hope that you 


will have an eye over little Suſan, and not to let her 
take too much of her own will, as that is the firſt 


thing that ruins youth. And although Mary, is 


yery well doing, and wiſe, yet ſhe will be the better 
of your advice, which I hope you, will not negle&. 

'The Baillies have been in 'with me, and have 
offered to petition for my pardon, juſt in the time I 
am writing this—if you would get my character 
drawn up, how I have behaved theſe four or five 


years paſt, and get it ſigned by AS many as pollible, | 


and ſend it here as ſoon as ever you can; for they 
ſay, that if I had any to do for me, that I would 
be. pardoned: 'So ſee to do ſomething, for I ain 


- ſure I will get a good deal of people in Paiſley'to. 


fign it God knows, it may be of ſome good. Go 


to ſome of my acquaintance, for I am ſure they will 
loſe part of a'day for me. Do not delay, for Goch 


ſake, ay there is no time to be loſt. 
3 Remains your undutiful ſon-in-law, * 


Tromas PoTTs. 
The Magiſtrates have ordered this of their own 
accord, juſt while I am writing this letter, 
Mr. Willam M* Ewan, Miller, 


Wi ſliamſburgb. 


%%% 
Edinburgh, 14th July, 1797. 


Dean Maxx, 


Fon God's ſake do not afflict yourſelf too much 
we trouble for my unhappy fate, as you know that 
God's will muſt be done, and we muſt ſubmit to his 
command in all things. But how happy would it 
for us, if we would but obey his counſel, when 
we know we muſt ſubmit to his command. 7 there- 
fore willingly reſign myſelf to his will, in hopes that 
he has not caſt me off; as he is all- ſuffcient to 


| 6 

parden all my tranſgreſſions. I therefore hope to 

nd in him what IT could not find in man, for they 
have done their worſt againſt me. God forgive 
them that have wronged me. 5 WE} 
But, I affure you I am in more trouble for you 
and the child, than I am for myſelf, as my trouble 
will ſoon be over. But, God help you! your's will 
be much longer than mine z and to add to your 
1 they would not be content with taking my 
fe in any other place but in Paiſley ; ſo they have 
* their utmoſt to take your's as well as mine; 
ut I hope God will be your comfort, who alone 
n comfort all in diſtreſs who call upon his name, 
hope you will join with me in prayer to God, te 
pardon my fins, and to take me to himſelf before! 
Some to Paiſley, if it be good pleaſure, which 
f my earneſt deſire and fervent prayer to him, and 

truſt in God that he will hear, it. I am to be 
brought to Paiſley on W the ſeventh day of 
Auguſt, and to ſuffer an Thur day the ſeventeenth 
day of ſaid month, which I ſuppoſe is the fair - day 
af Paiſley; ſo 1 can ſee how far malice has gone. 


ut I do not fear him, that after he hath killed the 


ody, hath no more that he can do; but I truſt 
in him, that after the body is killed, hath power to 
pardon. my fins, and receive my ſon] in mercy, 
which I willingly reſign to him, in hopes that he 
will receive it. LARS LIT 

I would. be very deſirous to ſee you here, as you 


would not be kept from me as you were in Paiſley, - 


but have free liberty to ſee me at any time, and to 
Converſe with me at pleaſure, for 1 get every indul- 
ence that I can expect. But I need not think 
t, as it is ſo far, and you ſo unfit to come, 
but I hope you wil 

two or three days, and let me know what way you 
ſtand this affecting ſcene of trouble which you have 
to undergo, NT, in 


| 
| 
| 


1 caſe my mind by writing every 


PP On 


. 1 
I wondered that none of the witneſſes from 
Paiſley came to ſee me, as none were hindered, 
There were none of "Paiſley people came to ſee me 
but Thomas Brock, and Campbell, the meſſenger 
and John Hart came three times. And the magi- 
ſtrates gave orders to let any of my acquaintances 
- come and ſee me that choſe to come,” if I defired 
them myſelſ. I am not as ill confined as I was in 
Paiſley, nor half. I have pen, ink, and paper allow- 
ed me; a table and a chair, and a good bed. And 
j the provoſt gave orders to let any one in to ſee me 
| that I choſe. When you write, direct to myſelf, 
riſoner in the Tolbooth of Edinburgh; and for 
od's ſake write often, as iteis all the comfort that 
F will ever have with you in this world. But I 
hope we ſhall meet in heaven. Pray to God for 
comfort, and he will give it to you. And if | knew 
ou to be well, I would be happy in mind; or if 
had you to ſpeak to betimes, which if | come to 
| Paifley you will not have liberty to do;z—but it 
q may pleaſe God that I may not come. 
| n Remember me to all that you think wiſhes me 
well; for there will be plenty to ſpeak evil of me. 
No more, but remains your loving huſband till 
death, which is not long; and my whole trouble is, 
becauſe I have made you miſerable, which 1 never 
thought to do. I hope you will forgive me. 365, 
433 ' Your unfortunate huſband, 
0 Tous PoTTS. 


| 25 | 3 | 
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| | DAR Mary, Aub once MOST LOVING AND! 
 AFFECTIONATE WIFE, | 
F RtECErveD your letter on Tueſday morning, and 
got ſhare of a bottle of porter from the bearer, 
Which, indeed, alded' very much % my former 
tion, as you ſay that I never ſhall fee. your face 


, 8 


again. Indeed, it ſtruck me ng much as the ſen. 


tence of death did —to think that I had but only 


one friend on this earth to comfort me in my. 
moments, and that friend withdrawing from me |! 


It would, indeed, have been a very great comfort to 


me to, have ſeen you, and to have converſed with 
= a little, and to have bid you farewell, if it had 

een agreeable to you; but as it is not, I, cannot 
inſiſt. - But I hope if I live to come to Paiſley, that 
ou will ſend my child to me, that I may take my 
eave of her, ſince I will not have the happineſs. of 
taking leave of you. And may God Almighty bleſs 
both you and her, and keep you both from harm. 

May be you think that I want to ſee you to lay 
ſome obligations on you; but I declare that I do 
not ' intend to lay any charges on you of any ſort, 
for I allow you to do whatever you think beſt, and 
moſt anſwerable to yourſelf; only ſeek God to guide 
you, and direct you in all things that you do. But 


poſſibly you think that my grief is ſo great, that 


you could not ſtand to fee me; but if you think ſo, 


you are miſtaken, for you never ſaw me more 
compoſed in my life than I am at preſent, and 


I am in better ſpirits than 1 was in all the 
time I was in Paiſley jail; for at that time J 


| knew that I was to be tried by cruel men, and 


that is paſt ; ſo Mat I have none to deal with now 


but a merciful God, who. will pardon all my fins _ 


and tranſgreſſions, and receive me into his, ever- 
laſting glory, where 1 ſhall ſing forth his praiſes to 


all eternity. For I, am fully perſuaded that I am 


redeemed in and through the blood of Jeſus Chriſt, 
and that I will never taſte, of the ſecond death. 


And there is another thing that comforts me very 


much, to think that I have a child, who is a glorified 


. aint in heaven, and that I ſhall ſo ſoon be there 


with her; and if you have the ſame delief 
a | have, it muſt be a great comfort to you to thinks 


9 
| 
| that your, huſband. and child are both in heavey 


| before you, and out of a ſinful and wicked world, 
And if you and the other child were dead, I declare 
| I would think no more of death than I have thought 
| ſometimes to go to my bed. But, indeed, the 
| thoughts of you and her overcomes me ſometimes, 
and nearly , gets the better of my judgment for 
| ſome minutes, till I take a ſecond thought of God's 
| will and providence. But if it were poſlible for 
| you to go to ſame place where you would not be 
known, and live, I think you would be more happy. 
But God, direct you what to do, for I cannot. One 
thing I know, that I muſt die, and I die by falſe» 
ſwearing, and nothing elſe.. But as it is ſaid in the 
| x iith chap. of Luke, and 4th verſe, I do not fear 
Pe | him that can. kill the body, and after that hath no 
|| more that he can do; but [ believe and rely on him 
that can pardon my fins, and receive my ſoul in 
| mercy, after men have killed the body, and done 
their worit; for they would have had no power over 
me, if it had not been given them from above, as in 
| | ttßhe xixth chap. of Fohn, and 11th verſe. But thoſe 
| 
| 


— 
—̊ 


that have wronged their own conſcience on m 

[1 account, have the greater fin, and I think that I am 
| more bappy than they are. But if you will read 
| the xxxvth Pſalm with particular attention, you will 

jd a ſimilitude of the way that I have been dealt 
| with. I do not wiſh the prayers contained in that 
| - Pſalm to happen to my proſecutors, but if you take 
| notice for a few years, I put no doubt but 
| will hear of ſome ſtrange things happening to them, 
7 | and 1 hope you will remark what I have ſaid con- 
| | ; gerning it, and learn that Pſalm by heart, that you 
| 


may bear in mind what 1 have ſaid, when you hear 

| of, the trouble that will befal them. 3 

My condition is grievous to be ſure, but theirs is 
worſe, without a ſpeedy repentance, which I pray 


God to grant to all ſinners, of whom I am one of 
| | | 3 A 


16 


the chief. But his merey is always ſure, to all ſuch 
as come unto him with a true andyfincere repentance, 
and he will in no wiſe caſt off; for he hath not only 
{aid but ſworn—As I live, ſaith the Lord, L have no 
delight in the death or ruin of the wicked, but ra- 
ther that they. ſhould leave off the evil of their do- 
ings, and'turn unto me and receive everlaſting life; 
And he hath called all the ends of the earth to come 
unto him, and to buy without money and without 


price. But he hath been more merciful to me than 


to the. moſt of mankind, for he might have caſt me 
off in the midſt of my ſins, without giving me 22 
warning of my approaching danger. But now bleſ- 


ſed be his holy name, he hath both given me the | 


call of grace, and let me know the time of my diſſo- 
lution, ſo that T might be prepared by his grace for 
that great and awful call.— And I hope, through his 
mercies to appear before that holy tribunal, with joy 
and gladneſs of heart, giving praiſes to his holy 
name, who hath redeemed me with his blood, and 
cleanſed me from all my ſins and tranſgreſſions, 
where I hope to be made perfectly bleſſed in the fulk 
enjoying of God to all eternity And as for death 1 
think nothing of it; for our bleſſed Saviour gives us 
a beautiful. deſcription of death in the xi. chapter 
of John and 1 ith verſe, where he compares it to a 
ſleep, ſaying, Our friend Lazarus fleepeth, but 1 
that I may awake him out of his ſleep. And in the 
fame manner will he awake all his own elect at the 
laſt day, of which number I hope we all are. Rel 


member my love to your father and mother, 'bro« | 


ther and ſiſters, '&c. I need no more ſubſcribe my. 
felf huſband, but remains as much, and in affection 
more yours than ever, Sa | | L 

I | Tuonas Por ra 
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Dax Mary, | 
Tov no doubt think my condition very deplora- 
ble, as to be ſure it is in one way, that is, to be cut 
off in the prime of my youth, and to be made a pu- 
blic example to the world; but however deplorable 
it is, or may ſeem to be, I find it accompanied with 
ſome very great mercies, more than I can deſcribe 
to you by writing, but I will ſet down ſame of them, 


and conſider with yourſelf whether they are bleſſings 
to. me or not. | 


\ Firſt, If we confider that all mankind are born 
once to die, and that none are exempted from that 


entence, and that the difference is not great, whe⸗ 
ther ſoon or late, in conſideration, of eternity. I 


have lived 35 years, and it appears to me but very 


ſhort, even almoſt nothing ; and if I were to live 35 
or 40 years more, it would juſt appear the ſame, and 
I would be juſt as ill prepared for death then as what 
I am now, | 


© Secondly, To be ſure it appears very ſhocking to 


think that I cannot live any longer than the 19th day 


of Auguſt. But again, conſider how many thouſands 
of people will be dead before that time as well az me, 


and - all- have got the ſentence of death by the great 
Creator as well as me, although they know nothing 
of it. So ſurely he has been more merciful to me 
than to them, as he has given me warning of my 


latter end, and time in and through his mercies to 


prepare myſelf tor my great change. 

Thirdly, When I conſider that the ſentence of 
death, whether natural or violent, is pronounced by 
the mouth of Gody in whoſe hands we all are, and 
to whom we are all bound to ſubmit—our only great 
concern is, how to be prepared tor it; and where 
death meets with a due preparation, it is only a mers 
ey, and is of very little concern when it comes, whe 


Gs 


12 i 
I, de by diſeaſe or violence, though in reality there is 


no kind of death-but what is violent. And ſurely to 


foreſee the hour of death, and to have time appoint- 
ed to prepare for it, has a great advantage, and a 
very great mercy aceompanying it, if we conſider 
how many of thoſe who are to die before the end of 
next week, will be ſurpriſed by ſudden death, even 
in the midſt of their ſins, without any repentance, or 
the leaſt thoughts of eternity. And might not this 
have been my misfortune, if God had permitted me 
to have waited for a natural death, ſo that God 
might at laſt have taken me off by a ſudden death, 
without any time, or the leaſt thoughts of repent- 
ance; ſo that T plainly fee that he hath not forſaken 
, , bee 
Fourthly, And if I had lived, I cannot tell what. 
ways I might have taken. God. only knows. I 
might have turned deſperately wicked, and perhaps 
have turned wholly from God, and died in an entire 
ſtate of ſin. So'T think that it is good for me what 
God has ordained at preſent, and that there is a 
great mercy in the foreſight of death, and in having 
time to prepare for it. A natural death might have 
leſs terror to be ſures but it might have wanted 
many advantages which are now granted, — 
Fifthly, When I conſider.- What if my death be 
violent, was not that of my bleſſed RepetmeR's ſo 
too? and did not the Apoſtles and Martyrs finiſh 
their lives by the hands of executioners ? | There. 
fore, why ſhould I repine to do fo too, when by 
that I have an opportunity of offering my life a 
ſacrifice to God's good pleaſure, and of being more 
cloſely united to him, by my ſuffering in a public 


manner, as he did. And, as he being free from all 


fin, did willingly and patiently ſuffer the ſhamefal 
and painful death of the croſs for my fins, wh 

mould not I accept of this death patiently, ſeeing it 
i his pleaſure, when I know myſelf guilty of ſo many 


— 2 OY 
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(ins, as I can make no other atonement for them, 
only ſubmiſſion to his holy will, | 

Sinxthly, We muſt all know that death is a puniſh» 
ment juſtly due to every fin, even a ſpiritual death 
and why ſhould I repine, who have been guilty of 
ſo many fins, to ſuffer a temporal death? And 
beſides, I have great reaſon to hope, that as God 
puniſhes me here, he has reſerved no puniſhment 
for me hereafter. 7 ö 6 
Seventhly, When I conſider what a great part of 


my life time I have taken away from God, and 


miſſpent in ſin, it is therefore nothing but juſt 


that he ſhould take away from me that part which 


remains; and I am perfectiy happy in ſurrendering it 
to him, ſeeing it is his bleſſed pleaſure to demand it 
from me. And I am perfectly ſure, if that I caſt 
myſelf entirely on his mercy, that he will accept of 
me juſt as well as if J had died in my bed. 
Eighthly, What ſignifies all my ſufferings here 
on this earth, if they be a means of my everlaſting 
lory, which I truſt in God they are ? or what 
ignifies all my ſufferings, if compared to the ſuffer- 


ings of Jeſus Chriſt, on the croſs, which he ſuffered 


for the ſins of the world? Or what are all the 
ſufferings that can be inflicted on men on this earth, 
in compariſon to the torments of heil, which by 
my ſins I have juſtly deſerved But 1 truſt in the 
merits of Jeſus Chriſt, that he has freed nie from 
all theſe future torments, by his peace — 
blood, which ſpeaketh better things than the bloo 
of Abel: So that I do not regard all the puniſhments 
that can be inflicted on me on this earth. The 
Lord's will be done. And unto thee, O Lord, I 
recommend my ſpirit, tor thou aſſuredly haſt re- 
2 me, ſo that I never ſhall taſte of the ſecond 
death. | | 

80, dear Mary, when you think on theſe and 
many other things of the like nature, it muſt ſurely 


24 


F ante when you find that Fam 
not — left deſtitute of comfort. For I aſſure 


du I have more comfort than I thought was poſſi- 
He for one in my ſituation to have, which I bleſs God 
for, as I have no earthly friends to give me any com- 
fort, Bleſſed be God he hath not left me deftitute 
as th have, but hath given me comfort by his blef. 
ſed and the ſpirit of faith, to . in his 
omiſes of mercy, which is always ſure to all theſe 
at come unto! him with a broken and a contrite 
heart, and he will in no wiſe caſt them off. | 
And may the God of peace and comfort fupport 
vou under your trouble, and enable you to bear it 
with fortitude and patience, and continue me in the 
ſame faith thut I am at preſent, as I Hrmiy belie vt 
to obtain everlaſting life through the merits of Jeſu 
Chriſt. - And I ſolemnly declare that I have no ill 
will at any perſon on earth—and thoſe that ſwore 
falſely againſt me, was one man, with intention, and 
two women, perhaps by miſtake. I hope that they 
may ſee a fight of their fins, and repent, and obtain 
pardon of God, as I freely forgive them, and hope alſo 
to be forgiven. And although dead by the aw, 1 
yet take the my to ſubſcribe myſelf | | 


Cano, moſt loving ans affe&tionate huſband, 
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The follwwing Letter was written to a Friend the 
| Before his Execution. | 
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DEAR FRIEND, AND OLD WELL-WISHER, 


I REceIvgD: your letter, and it gives me great 
comfort to think that your old friendſhip ſtill laſts 
| to me, although I am in the utmoſt extreme of 
| adverſity that I can be in on this earth, as I find death 
| itſelf cannot break the bonds of true friendſhip And: 
. all my requeſt of you is, that the ſame friendſhip that 
you bore to me when alive, you will bear to: mine, at- 
ter I am dead. And I declare, as a dying man, that I 
| have not been guilty of either murder or robbery, or 
any thing. of that fort, as I hear it is reported, only 
the beating of Alexander Cochran, at that time for 
| which I was tried; and that I have not hurt either 
perſon or property, in any way, only him: and if 
; there be any papers publiſhed contrary to this which 
1 I write to you, 1 hope that you will detect them, and 
f ' = Puniſh both the ſeller, publiſher, and printer, which I 
| charge and fully authoriſe you to do; for I neither 
have made a ſpeech, nor allowed it to be done. But 
| . if my wife and you think proper to publiſh this, 
which I declare to be true, I give you full liberty: 
and if my wife chuſes to publiſh any of the letters 
that I have ſent her, ſhe may do it, as, may be, ſhe 
may make ſomething by it. So I beg of you to 
| puniſh any that may ſell falſe publications, | 
| Remember my love to your wife and all the reſt 
of the family, and to all my enquiring friends and 
well-wiſhers This is all from your once-loving, 
| and now dying friend, | 
oP | Auguſt 16th. Tromas Porrs. 


